
28,000 meals
were served

 90 individuals  and 18 families
were sheltered at Beth-El Center

Our no freeze shelter served 63
unduplicated individuals

We had 80 volunteers
for our soup kitchen and office
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Beth El Center, Inc.

Statement of Activities 2017
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Revenue By Source

Support & Revenue

     Government and Related Contracts   $453,562 

     Foundations and Corporations          95,453

     Contributions         238,834

     Fundraising Income        139,756

     Program Income          3,306

     Miscellaneous                            754

Total Support & Revenue    $931,665

  

Expense

     Salaries and Wages        425,154

     Fringe Benefits           95,982

     Occupancy                       47,891

     Utilities         40,811

     Administrative Expenses                      33,721

     Professional Fees        49,620

     Insurance                                     14,798

     Program Expenses                    149,668

     Contributions and Sponsorships                            65

     Fundraising           9,264

     Property Taxes                              21

     Interest                            599

     Depreciation Expense                      51,338

Total Expense       918,933

Change in Net Assets        12,731
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Dear Friends of Beth-El Center,

I have had the honor of serving on the Beth-El Center’s Board of 
Directors for eight years and this experience has taught me much about 
the organization as well as the housing and hunger challenges faced by 
individuals in our community. We have been fortunate to have a
dedicated team of caring professionals led by Executive Director Toni 
Dolan. Together they make excellent use of available resources to best 
serve those who come to Beth-El for assistance. The statistics included 
in this report paint a numerical picture of meals served, individuals and 
families housed or admitted to our No Freeze shelter and the impact of 
volunteer hours and philanthropic giving. 

What is harder to see are the smiles or spoken thanks from those 
whose lives The Beth-El Center touches during times of personal
struggles and crisis. Clients are not only provided with assistance;
they are genuinely cared for by staff and volunteers. 

Last year our board members began hosting a monthly Soup Kitchen 
dinner. That experience has had a profound effect on each of us and
has broadened our awareness and knowledge of the challenges faced 
by individuals and families during tough times.

We become better people through our service to 
others and we could not do it without your help.

I am proud to be associated with the Beth-El Center, and I thank
our many volunteers and supporters for their gifts of time, talent and 
financial generosity. Together we are able to touch the lives of those 
who come to our doors.
 
Ed Davies
President, Board of Directors

Dear Friends,

2017 was a good year for the Beth-El Center, Inc. as we continued to work 
on the mission of preventing and ending homelessness and hunger in the 
greater Milford area. Our programs continue to evolve and expand. During 
this past year, we welcomed new staff and new Board members, and 
continue to build on the many partnerships that have sustained us over 
these past 37 years. Having said that, I thought a little bit of history would 
provide some perspective on the ways in which the center has evolved 
since its initial beginnings.  

In 1981, a small group of faith communities formed the Combined Parishes 
Action Committee (CPAC) with the intention to respond to those who were 
in need in the community.  In 1983, CPAC began to act as a task force 
of parishes bound together in one common cause, “Many Through One” 
providing food, clothing, shelter, furnishings and other basic necessities 
and services to the community.  In 1985, CPAC was incorporated as a 
non-profit, 501-C-3 organization.
 
In 1986, the soup kitchen was opened in the parish hall of St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church. In 1988, Beth-El Shelter was opened to shelter 15
men, women and families. In 1993, the building located at 90 New
Haven Avenue was purchased and in 1995, the Beth-El Center, Inc. was 
opened, moving both the shelter and the soup kitchen to that location. 
 
We are proud of this solid foundation and gratified to be working with a 
wide range of dedicated and committed individuals: the early leaders of
the CPAC task force, the leadership and guidance of our skilled and
experienced boards, our state and local government and our expanded 
faith communities as well as all of the many donors and volunteers - all of 
whom provide the support that we need to reach our goals. Our caring and
professional staff continues to do an incredible job of expanding our
outreach and strengthening our programs and services. We recognize that 
we could not provide the high quality services without these relationships.

Our success (reflected in the 2017 outcomes included in this report)
can be credited as well to the incredibly generous community in the 
Milford area. The continued support of our community leaders, our agency 
colleagues with whom we work closely for the benefit of our mutual 
clients, and others who provide advice, counsel, and resources that
are so necessary in meeting client goals-we thank you!

Lastly, this is my final annual report letter as I will be retiring on June 1, 
2018.  It has truly been an honor and a privilege to have served as the 
Executive Director of this organization for the past 11 ½ years.  I am proud 
of our accomplishments and I know our mission is in good hands with the 
newly chosen Executive Director, Jennifer Paradis.  I wish Jennifer well in 
her new role and bid you a fond farewell . . . 

Sincerely,
Toni Dolan
Executive Director

Beth-El Client Story:
A Veteran Restarts Her Life 

Army veteran, Tamara S., age 46, resided at the 
Beth-El Center for six weeks at the end of 2017 
when she had nowhere else to turn.  After ending 
an unhealthy relationship, Tamara was temporarily 
staying with a family member. She then turned 
to the Beth-El Center for temporary housing and 
other supports.

According to Tamara, “When I went to Beth-El,
I had nowhere else to go. The Beth-El Center 
gave me food, shelter and helped me think my life 
through and get myself together while I looked for 
a job and an apartment.” 

While at the Center, Tamara worked diligently to 
find housing and a part time job. Her Beth-El case 
manager, Margaret LeFever, helped her obtain a 
security deposit and the first two months of rent 
for her new apartment via Support Services for 
Veterans and Families. 

According to Beth-El Center’s Program and Facili-
ties Director Jenn Paradis, “Tamara’s tenacity and 
hard work helped in her ability to move out of the 
Shelter quickly. She was motivated, had a positive 
attitude, and knew what she needed to do. She 
was also very uplifting to other shelter residents.”

Thanks to a grant that the Beth-El Center had 
received from the Norma F. Pfriem Foundation, 
the Center was able to provide Tamara with 
household items and supplies to set up her new 
permanent residence.

According to Tamara, “I always felt safe at Beth-El 
and the staff and other residents became like a 
family to me.”

Letters from Our Executive Director & Board President

Beth-El Center, Inc.
90 New Haven Avenue

Milford, CT 06460
203-876-0747

www.bethelmilford.org


